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1 . DURING AMBASSADOR’S CALL ON FONMIN CHATTI JANUARY 20 
LATTER CHARACTERIZED LEBANESE CRISIS, WITH RISK OF 
DRAWING IN SYRIA AND ISRAEL, AS GREAT DANGER TO MIDDLE 
EAST PEACE EFFORTS. IN RESPONSE TO AMBASSADOR'S 
QUESTION AS TO WHETHER GOT HAD VIEWS RE POSSIBLE 
POSITIONING OF ARAB LEAGUE TROOPS IN LEBANON, CHATTI 
SAID GOT HAD CONSIDERED, AND THOUGHT OF PROPOSING TO 
ARAB LEAGUE, POSSIBILITY OF INTERPOSING OTHER-ARAB 
MILITARY FORCE BETWEEN PARTIES TO LEBANESE FIGHTING. 
HOWEVER, HE SAID, THE ESSENTIAL THING IS TO FIND A BASIS 

FOR AGREEMENT AMONG THE PARTIES IN LEBANON. AFTER PROFOUND 
STUDY, INCLUDING THE POSSIBILITY OF OFFERING TUNISIAN 
TROOPS (WHO, HE SAID, WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE TO LEBANESE 
CHRISTIANS, AS WELL AS TO MOSLEMS), GOT HAD CONCLUDED 
THAT THE IDEA BASICALLY WOULD NOT WORK. EXTREMISTS ON 
BOTH SIDES WHO DO NOT WANT PEACE WOULD ATTACK THE INTER- 
POSING FORCE FROM BOTH SIDES. 

2. AMBASSADOR REMARKED THAT THE SITUATION SEEMED TO 
HAVE REACHED A POINT WHERE ONLY THE EXTREMISTS ARE IN 
PLAY. CHATTI COMMENTED THAT THE EXTREMISTS DRAW EVERYONE 
ELSE IN. THE URGENT NEED, HE SAID, IS TO FIND A PLATFORM 
WHICH BRINGS TOGETHER THE MAJORITY OF LEBANESE OF ALL 
SIDES. THAT IS WHY GOT IS TRYING TO GET COUNTRIES 
"NEIGHBORING" LEBANON TO START A DIALOGUE WITH LEBANESE 
PARTIES IN CONTEXT OF THE ARAB LEAGUE. 
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